
                        
 

Distribution of Classes Policy  

Introduction: 

The purpose of this policy is to inform prospective and current parents, staff and other interested parties 

about how the school decides which class a child goes into in Junior Infants and how classes are 

reorganised at later stages. This policy was drawn up by the school principal in conjunction with the In-

School Management Team. It was discussed at a staff briefing and commented on by all teachers. It was 

then put on the school’s website in draft format for parental consultation. The draft policy was discussed 

and finalised with the school’s single manager and then ratified. 

Rationale: 

Scoil Niamh CNS is a two-stream school and will eventually have two of each class from Junior Infants to 

6thclass. We are currently in a position to be able to split infant classes into three groups for Junior and 

Senior Infants. This is due to additional space in our building and using support teachers1 as classroom 

teachers. The infant children are extremely lucky to have the opportunity to be in classes much smaller 

than the national average for their first two years in school. These three classes will normally be 

reorganised into two classes from First Class onwards. 

Criteria for establishing which class to put a child into in Junior Infants: 

When deciding which class group a child will go into in Junior Infants a number of factors are considered to 

ensure the best educational outcomes for all children. The aim is to ensure that each class is as balanced as 

possible in terms of the following: 

 Age 

 Gender 

 Nationality 

 Home language 

 Religious/Belief Tradition 

Please note that friends are not one of the criteria. Unfortunately, we will not be able to take this into 

consideration as it would be impossible to accommodate everybody’s request and unfair to grant some 

over others.  

 

                                                           
1 Support teachers are fully qualified primary school teachers that from time to time come out of mainstream classroom 
teaching to work as a resource, learning support or language teacher.  
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Organising Twins/Triplets etc. and Siblings within Same Class Level: 

Research on this matter is extensive but varies greatly in its recommendations. The school has many sets of 

twins and it has been the policy so far to split them into different classes. As the school appreciates that 

parents know their children best, parents of multiple birth children are asked to work with the policy but 

assured that if the children are unable to cope with being separated by the end of September of Junior 

Infants, the situation will be reviewed. The experience of twins being put into separate classes has been 

extremely positive to date. Many parents who initially expressed concern, especially in relation to one of 

the twins have been pleasantly surprised by the positive impact this policy has had. Experience has shown 

that parents demonstrating a positive attitude towards the policy as well as preparing the children by 

speaking to them in positive terms about it has led to its success. Multiple birth children in different classes 

reunite twice daily for playtimes. Parents of twins in the school comment on the rich conversations that 

take place between the children, comparing their experiences of school that day. As teachers engage in 

collaborative planning, homework is very similar in all classes. Every effort will be made for school plays, 

assemblies, information meetings, parent/teacher meetings etc. to ensure that parents of multiple children 

get the same opportunities as other parents.  

Criteria for reorganising classes:  

Classes will be regrouped into two classes from First Class onwards. The support teacher will work in these 

classrooms with the classroom teacher for part of each day, especially for numeracy and literacy lessons. 

Children will be regrouped in such a way as to maximise the learning outcomes for each child. The criteria 

used to organise children into classes in infants will be applied. Academic ability will also be taken into 

consideration at this stage. This is to ensure that all classes have children with mixed abilities. Research 

indicates that children in mixed ability classes out-perform children in classes that are streamed by ability. 

Also, the dynamics of the new classes will be considered. Emotional, behavioural and social factors will be 

taken into account to ensure the smooth transition of all children into their new class groupings. It will not 

be possible to keep all groups of friends which formed during Junior and Senior Infants together. The 

process of forming new friendships is a life-long skill which is important to develop. A positive and 

supportive attitude from parents is a key element in achieving a successful outcome for all new groups.  

Classes that have been split reunite twice daily to play together in the yard during breaks so that existing 

friendships can be maintained. As children are making friends in their new class, their original circle of 

friends will widen and their ability to form new friendships will improve.  

Ratification and Review: 

This policy was ratified by the school’s single manager in January 2015. It will be reviewed in January 2016.  

Signature of Single Manager: ______________________________ 

Date:     ______________________________ 

 


